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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 


BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 


October 1, 1927 


The American Numismatic Society 
Broadway and 155th Street 
New York City 


Gentlemen: 


In Indian graves, particularly from the Dalles 
to the mouth of the Columbia river, a number of 

bronze buttons in two sizes have been found, bearing 
the motto "Je renais de mes cendres", and a number 
e.g., Nos. 4 and 8, bearing a representation of the 
phoenix bird. (See rubhing below which shows the 
larger size). The writer has also picked one up among 
the ruins of Santo Domingo Mission in Baja, Cal- 
ifornia. 


The buttons were doubtless given to the Indians 
by some of the earlier traders, for example, from 
their presence in Baja, California, but those prin- 
cipally interested in researches have failed to connect 
them with the Hudson's Bay country or the Northwest 
country. 


We are producing a paper on the Archaeology of the 
Columbia, and would like very much to establish their 
origin. Any suggestions which you can offer to this 
end will be very much appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) W. Egbert Schenck 


(ts , 
j , Ae oO 


17, Panoramic Way, 
Berkeley, California, 
November 23, 1927. 
Mr. Howland Wood, 
The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 156th. Street, 
New York City. 
Dear Sir, 

I am much interested in your letter of the 15th. inst. 
in regard to the phoenix buttons. We had come to the conclusion 
that their presence was due to the Kkussian American Co. or the New 
England trading ships; but since we hed not been able to find any 
such button actually used in the United States we were eat a loss 
for the connection between the New England sea-ceptains and the buttons. 
This your letter now supplies, and your hypothesis seems a most 
reasonable one. 

We would like to credit you with the suggestion in 
the peper we are preparing, hence I would appreciate it if you 
will state whether or not I have your name correctly. If not will 
you kindly give me the proper spelling? 

I take it thet the "1628" in your letter is simply a 
typographicel error for 1828. 

With many thanks for your trouble end information, I 
al, 


Yours very truly, 


rs a7 


W. Egbert Schenck 


dom November, 1927 +56 ea 
as 1 sas 5 aa 


Mr. W. Egbert Sehenck, are 
17, Panoramic Fay, 
Ferkeley, Cal. ae ee 
- Dear Sir: : aoe, ae 
In reply to. your letter of November 234 with Bote) 

name is apelied just as you have it. 


i. 
ae 


I have aiven some thought to these phoenix buttons 
since your first letter to us here, which, as you may remer 
I turned over to Mr. Calver te answer, as. ae consider he “knows: 
more about buttens than any other man "in thia country. As I 
remember it, he did not fill the gap between the manufacture 
them and their landing an the Pacific Coast. They certainly 

not have gone overland and knowing from family. traditions ths ce 
the old New England ships being fitted out for the Afirican and 
Pacific trades gook along joo lots of anything that was thought 
would appeal to the natives. In later years. I knew that - ‘pearl, 
bone and metal buttons have always appealed to natives; and ee 
struck me that the logical thing to de when a firm had a lot 

of dead stuff on its hand would be te gat rid of it aryhew 
knowing that ship-owners often bought up seemingly useless. 2 
would consider them good people to sell these buttons 46. 


The date 1628 was an error for 1828. 


Many thanks. 


